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ABSTRACT
Ivan Alekseevich Pashutin, the founder of one of the dental schools in Saint Petersburg, played a crucial role in the formation 
and development of training in the field of dentistry in Russia. However, information about him in the special literature is limited.
The aim of the study was to provide information about the role of Doctor of Medicine I.A. Pashutin as one of the organizers of 
training specialists in the field of dentistry in Russia.
This article is based on the information available in the Russian special literature about Pashutin.
Information about the life, family, and training of Pashutin as a person, military doctor, scientist, and specialist in dental 
diseases were provided. The sources of Pashutin’s knowledge and skills in dentistry were noted, as well as his organizational 
abilities, especially in the training of dentists, including at the dental school he created in Saint Petersburg. Notably, Pashutin 
was the first head of an independent course of odontology at the Military Medical Academy.
Doctor of Medicine Ivan Alekseevich Pashutin was at the origins of the training of specialists in dentistry in Russia. His main 
achievement was the opening of a modern dental school at that time and his work as a teacher, consultant, and doctor on 
diseases of the teeth and oral tissues.
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АННОТАЦИЯ
Доктор медицины Иван Алексеевич Пашутин стоял у истоков подготовки специалистов по зубоврачеванию в России. 
Он сыграл большую роль в становлении и развитии подготовки кадров в области зубоврачевания и известен как ос-
нователь одной из зубоврачебных школ Санкт-Петербурга. При этом в специальной литературе о нём представлены 
лишь отдельные сведения.
Цель статьи — предоставить читателю сведения о роли И.А. Пашутина как одного из организаторов подготовки спе-
циалистов в области зубоврачевания в России. В основу работы легли имеющиеся в отечественной специальной лите-
ратуре сведения об Иване Алексеевиче Пашутине. 
Приведены сведения о жизни, о семье и становлении Ивана Алексеевича Пашутина как человека, военного врача, 
учёного и специалиста по зубным болезням. Отмечены истоки знаний и навыков по зубоврачеванию, а также орга-
низаторские способности, особенно по подготовке зубных врачей, в том числе в созданной И.А.  Пашутиным 
зубоврачебной школе в г.  Санкт-Петербурге. Подчёркнуто, что он явился первым руководителем самостоятельного 
курса одонтологии в Военно-медицинской академии. 
Главным его достижением были открытие современной для того времени зубоврачебной школы, а также работа в ка-
честве преподавателя, консультанта и врача по болезням зубов и тканей рта. 

Ключевые слова: И.А. Пашутин; зубоврачевание; подготовка зубных врачей; Императорская военно-медицинская 
академия; зубоврачебная школа И.А.  Пашутина и В.Д. Ефремова; самостоятельный курс одонтологии Военно-меди-
цинской академии; зубоврачебная помощь в армии и на флоте; здравоохранение России.
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BACKGROUND
The political and social history of many nations 

demonstrates the importance of individual figures in 
shaping the destinies of states [1, 2]. The impact of 
certain individuals on the  development of scientific 
fields and specialties is equally evident [3, 4]. One 
such figure in the establishment and growth of dental 
education in Russia was Ivan Alekseevich Pashutin 
(1864–1924), recognized as the founder of one of 
Russia’s dental schools, specifically in Saint Petersburg 
(Fig.  1). While scattered information about him exists 
in specialized papers [5–8], the scope and significance 
of his contributions to Russian dentistry merit a more 
thorough examination, particularly his substantial role 
in training dental practitioners in Russia.    

This work aimed to present an account of the role 
of I.A.  Pashutin as one of the organizers of dental 
professional training in Russia. 

This article draws upon available data from Russian 
dental sources concerning I.A. Pashutin.

STAGES OF IVAN ALEKSEEVICH 
PASHUTIN’S PROFESSIONAL CAREER

Mr.  Pashutin was born on September  20, 1864, in 
the Don Host Region of the Russian Empire. Born into 
the family of a priest, young Ivan benefited from an 
environment that encouraged education, a privilege 
that his parents fully exercised. He finished the 
Novocherkassk Gymnasium and then studied at the 
Medical Faculty of the Imperial Kharkov University for 
three years before transferring to the Imperial Military 
Medical Academy (IMMA) in Saint  Petersburg. After 
graduating successfully, he served for approximately 
five years as a staff resident in the surgical department 
of the Siberian Nikolaevsky Military Hospital. During 
this period, Pashutin prepared and defended his 
academic thesis, Materials for the Study of Changes 
in Malnourished Animals with Subsequent Fattening 
(1895), most of research for which was conducted in 
the laboratory of his namesake, Professor V.V. Pashutin. 
The defense earned him the Doctor of Medicine degree. 

While serving at the Siberian Nikolaevsky Military 
Hospital, Pashutin became acutely aware of the 
deficiencies in dental care within the army and the 
nation, as well as the underdeveloped state of dental 
professional training in Russia at the time. In 1901, 
during a trip to Saint Petersburg, he attended a course 
on dental diseases taught by Dr. A.K.  Limberg—author 
of the  first Russian thesis on dental caries—at the 
Department of Odontology of the Women’s Medical 
Institute. The following year, he visited several clinics 
of the Royal Institute in Berlin, learning about dental 

training and oral healthcare under renowned German 
dental leaders W.  Miller, F.  Busch, and K.  Warnekros. 
This exposure to advanced German dental education 
inspired Pashutin to establish a dental training program 
in Saint Petersburg.

In 1902, having the financial means, Pashutin 
opened a dental school together with dental technician 
V.D.  Efremov. The primary objective of this new type 
of dental school (preceded by similar institutions 
established by F.I. Vazhinsky in Saint Petersburg—first 
in Russia—and Ya.L. James-Levy in Vilna) was to train 
“individuals knowledgeable and skillful in technical, 
surgical, and scientific aspects, seeking to obtain the title 
of dental physician” [4]. The inaugural cohort comprised 
25 trainees; 19 graduated three years later, in 1905. Final 
examinations were held at the IMMA, and successful 
candidates received the certificate of a dental physician. 
The school quickly grew in popularity: enrollment rose 
to 75 in its second year and to 170 in its third. Students 
received a distinctive badge, a photograph of which 
appears on page 19 of A.V. Silin’s monograph “Cabinet, 
Department, Faculty: A Historical Essay on Dentistry in 
the Saint Petersburg Medical Academy of Postgraduate 
Education” [8]. As a physician with broad medical 
training, Pashutin introduced courses in bacteriology 

Fig. 1. Doctor of Medicine Ivan Alekseevich Pashutin (photograph 
from the album of the  Department of Maxillofacial Surgery and 
Surgical Dentistry, S.M. Kirov Military Medical Academy).
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and syphilidology—progressive and practically relevant 
subjects for the time. After the October Revolution, the 
dental school was closed. Having accepted the new 
government, Pashutin engaged in research and worked 
as a consultant on “dental diseases” at the State Clinical 
Institute (formerly Elenin Institute), which provided 
advanced training for physicians of various specialties. 
He had also periodically worked there in the same 
capacity before the revolution.

In the 1920s, the organization of dental care in the 
army and navy lagged significantly behind the medical 
state-of-the-art. In 1922, the Military Medical Academy 
(MMA) established an independent course in odontology. 
On November  11, 1922, Pashutin was appointed staff 
lecturer in odontology at the MMA, as recorded in the 
order of the Main Military Sanitary Directorate of the 
Red Army (No. 234 dated December 30, 1922). However, 
his participation was cut short by a brief but severe 
illness—lung cancer—that led to his death in June 
1924. He was buried at the Nikolskoe Cemetery of the 
Alexander Nevsky Lavra (Fig. 2). 

Following his death, Pashutin’s relatives donated 
numerous teaching aids and specimens to the  MMA 
course in odontology, forming the nucleus of the museum 
of the Department of Maxillofacial Surgery and Dentistry 
of the S.M. Kirov Military Medical Academy.

Until late 1924, the odontology course at the MMA 
existed largely in name; it was in fact taught at the 
Department of Surgical Propedeutics until D.A. Entin was 
appointed head of the independent course [6].

IVAN ALEKSEEVICH PASHUTIN’S 
ROLE AS AN ORGANIZER OF DENTAL 
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN RUSSIA

Until 1891, Russia recognized only one professional 
category in dentistry—dental practitioners [4]. Earning 
this title required merely three years as an apprentice 
to a private dental practitioner, followed by a relatively 
undemanding qualifying examination. The scarcity of 
dental practitioners and dental schools meant that 
aspiring dental surgeons often had to study abroad. 
Thus, Pashutin’s establishment of a dental school 
represented a progressive milestone in Russian 

healthcare. Many graduates of the school he co-founded 
with V.D. Efremov served as dentists during World War I, 
playing an important role in relieving acute dental pain 
among military personnel.  

CONCLUSION
In summary, Doctor of Medicine Ivan Alekseevich Pashutin 

was indeed among the pioneers of dental professional training 
in Russia. His principal achievements were the founding 
of a  modern dental school for its time and his service as 
a teacher, consultant, and practitioner in the diagnosis and 
treatment of diseases of the teeth and oral tissues.

Fig. 2. Grave of I.A. Pashutin at the Nikolskoe Cemetery of the Holy 
Trinity Alexander Nevsky Lavra, Saint Petersburg.
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